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Day 1 Level 8 Guided Reading Transcript – Teacher Commentary 

 (J= Joanne Durham, Interviewer; K=Karen Branch, Lesson Teacher) 

Segment Transcript 
Introduction and 
Lesson Focus 
(1:41) 

J: Karen, thank you so much for your lesson.  Can you give us a little background on the children, where they’ve come from, where they’re 
going. 
K: Well, they’re all first grade students and when I first started with them they were level 2s and now they are level 8s.   
J: and that’s been over what span of time? 
K: Since September – about 2 and ½ months, and they were very visual – they just wanted to sound letter by letter, they didn’t want to use 
any meaning. They were just visual.  So that’s where we started with them.   
J: So what was the focus of the lesson today and why did you choose it? 
K; Well today I’m trying to get them, because they are so visual, getting past just the first letter, but also using that meaning piece so that 
when they get to difficulty, it’s not just let me look at the first letter and make a guess, it’s what would make sense and I’ve got to look past 
that first letter – searching for more visual information. 
J: And so tell us about how and why you chose the book that you chose. 
K:  I chose Bully Dinosaur because they’re in Level 8 and this is our second 8 actually, and there were the opportunities to do that 
searching more visually.  There’s “give” and “gave”, where it could be “got”.  I thought it would be something they’d be interested in, kids 
like it, even boys would like it, so I thought there were opportunities where they could do some good work in it. 

Book Introduction 
(1:02) 

J: What did you think about in terms of how you introduced the book?  Tell us a little about your thinking.  
K: I wanted to give them a good background about the story so they could hold onto that meaning.  They knew what was going to happen 
in the story so they could use that meaning as they used that more visual information.  I made sure to give them “yum yum”.  I knew they 
could decode that, but I wasn’t sure they understood the meaning so they would know what they were saying when they read “yum yum.”  
And I made sure to tell the characters’ names, but I purposely left off, I didn’t say they went to “find” food because I wanted to see what 
they would do when they got to “find” and I didn’t say they would “give” it to Bully Dinosaur because I wanted to see what they would do 
when they got there. 
J:  So you are leaving work for them but setting them up hopefully to be successful. 
K: Yes 
 

Reading of New 
Book  (1:04) 

J: So then how did you encourage the kids to use the strategies that you’ve been teaching them?  What did you do in the lesson to help 
them do that? 
K: I said several times, “Does that make sense?” to make sure that they’re listening to themselves. “Does it make sense?” because they’ve 
got the looking piece, it’s just looking while using meaning is where they’re struggling.  So I made sure that anytime they were at difficulty, 
to work through it to say, “Does that make sense? Does it sound [look] right? That way they know they have to do both of those things 
together.  
J:  And did you see evidence of them doing both of those things together?  
K: Yes, when one of the girls came to “gave” and she said “gav – gave.” She knew it made sense and it wouldn’t say “gav.”  So I could tell 
she was thinking about her story and knew that wouldn’t make sense.  

Teaching Point 
(2:16) 

So that brings us to the teaching points you did with the book.  So talk about that – how you chose them. 
K: I chose them because all – two of them struggled with “find” and with “gave”; they came to it and they said “ind, fin-d” – but they 
monitored, they knew it wasn’t right, “let’s fin –d,” so then that’s when I said, say “I” when you get there, and as soon as they did that, they 
got “find”.  The same thing happened with “gav – gave” – just trying to teach them to be flexible and yeah, it can look right, but it also has to 
make sense. You wouldn’t say “let’s fin-d” or they “gav” the bananas.  I originally thought I would just use “give”, I was afraid they would 
come and just say “got” but they are searching more and I was really proud when she did say “gav – gave” –that she was thinking about 
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her story so I took them back to “find” too, to see that it works the same way, you know, try it another way and it will eventually get you - if 
you are thinking about your story - to the right word. 
J:  And also that you have to be flexible about what might work, right, because they would be likely to use the “in” for “fin-d” – 
K: You have to think what would make sense, 
J:  at the same time. And you were also able to use what the one child did well, so is that part of the thinking that goes into the teaching 
point (TP)? 
K:  Yes, because everyone wants to be the one that I brag on the next day, and it means more to them I think when it’s something they 
know they did well, like, oh, they did this really well , let’s see that same thing works here.  So let’s try it right here together and you know 
it’s always better to be positive with students instead of negative – “you didn’t get this so let’s do it this way.” 
J: And then I guess it gives them the confidence too because they could do it once, they just need to do it more, all the time. 
K: Yes. 

Teacher Note-
Taking (1:54) 

J: What did you jot down about the kids as you were listening to them?  
K: I just went through and wrote what they said, like one child when she said “fin-d” and when she said “so-me” – and she looked at me and 
said “so me?” So I made a note that she knew “so –me” – that’s what “some” looks like. So that’s when she needs more of, that meaning.  
But she knew it didn’t make sense she was just kind of stuck on well now what do I do?  And the same little girl came to where and said we, 
we’re, where – so there are examples where she is using that meaning.  So [I write] just all of the places where they did what I’m trying to 
get them to do, or places where they need to work on doing that.  And then I also made a note that one of the students when he came to 
“give”, he put his finger in to take a better look at it.  So I made a note of that 
J: Because how will you use that information? 
K: So any time he gets to a tricky part now, even in group, I can say, you did it in Bully Dinosaur, remember how you got your finger in there 
to help you with “give”? Do the same thing right here.  So making a connection of how he could use that. And then I’d planned on doing 
“where” because I thought there might be some issues with where for the word that I taught, and after making those notes, I said, yeah, I’m 
going to stick with that word, I’m not going to choose another word, that is one that they need work on. [See Day 2 word work] 
J:  Because as you listened to different kids, they needed work on-  
K: Several of them had an issue with it.  

Sound Boxes 
(1:07) 
 

J: So talk about boxes a little bit, I forgot that you did that. 
K:  Well I did that because sometimes they know how to go after words letter by letter but I want them also to know that it works in their 
writing and in their reading as well.  Because sometimes the kids can do it when they’re with me, but when their independent in their 
classroom, they don’t know what to do.  So I want to do that as a strategy so they know you can say it slowly when you’re in your 
classroom and you want to write about your book bag just like you do in here.  And to have them know it has to match.  All right, you wrote 
it now go back and check it and it looks right, is that how it would look in a book.  Because at this level not everything they’re not going to 
be able to decode, it’s about how it looks in text. 
J:  So you made that deal about it could be different ways but this is the way it is – 
K: Yes, like with club  
J: Yes, it could have been a K 

Ending 
Reflections 
(1:01) 

J: Did anything surprise you today or puzzle you? 
K:  They did a lot better than I thought they would.  The book was actually easy.  I didn’t think it would be that easy for them.  So I think I 
might try one more 8 and then I’ll go ahead and try them with 9s because they did so well with that book.  I would have thought there would 
have been more places where they would have worked that they didn’t have a hard time - that they are doing those things that I’ve been 
trying to get them to do (laughs) So that surprised me, how well they did.   
J: Well that’s great, that’s a good surprise to have.   
J: Would you have done anything differently?  
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K: I might not have had them go through every page in the introduction, just have them look at 2 or 3 different pages, because they seem to 
have gotten the story, and I could maybe have saved some time and not shown not gone through every page. 
J: And that might have made them do a little more work. 

 


